
 1 

  HPREC NEWS 
Fun, Friendship, and Memories for Hewlett-Packard/Agilent Retired Employees 

Editor, Carol Arnett  P.O. Box 86 Mountain View CA 94042-0086  July 2007 #53 
 

 
 

 
By Stan McCarthy, HPREC 

President 
 

HPREC Picnic at HP 
Cupertino Redwood 
Grove  
 
The HP/Agilent retirees� 
picnic was held in the 
Redwood Grove at the HP 
Cupertino site on June 2nd. 

Unfortunately, I was out of the area and unable to attend this 
year�s event. But I have received many inputs that it was a 
great success. 341 retirees and guests enjoyed the beautiful 
weather, food and drinks, and reminiscing with old friends. A 
major advantage of the site was the availability of extensive 
parking adjacent to the Grove. 
 
As you might imagine staging an event of this magnitude in a 
new location presented many challenges to Harold Kaye and 
the picnic committee. A very big Thank You to everyone 
who worked long and hard to make this a great day in the 
sun. A picnic review committee has been formed to review 
this year�s results and to document what we can do even 
better in the future. 
 
Presentation by HP Archivists 
The archivists� presentation was held in building 20A on June 
4th.  All of the 54 retirees that attended the meeting enjoyed 
hearing about the extensive amount of literature and 
instrumentation that had been collected by the presenters. It is 
interesting to note that 2 of the 3 presenters never worked for 
HP. They started their collections based on their belief that 
HP manufactured the most reliable equipment in the world. A 
more extensive article is included in this Newsletter.  
 
Upcoming HPREC Events 
The Holiday Luncheon is scheduled for December 12th. 
Harold Kaye and your Board are continuing to investigate 
options for an appropriate venue for this function. We will let 
everyone know the location as soon as it is finalized. We are 
also in the process of obtaining a speaker for this event. In the 
meantime mark your calendars and save the date. 
 
 
 
 

 
HPREC Nominating Committee 
Tony Napolitan is chairing the nominating committee. A 
total of 5 positions will be open for election. The committee 
will select a candidate for each opening and present the 
names to the HPREC membership for approval. 
 
HP/Agilent Volunteers 
The HPREC Volunteers continue to do a lot of good 
volunteer work. There are many opportunities for volunteers 
to contribute to our communities in programs like Second 
Harvest and the Back-to-School p roject for children in need. 
We can always use more people to help out. Some of the 
projects we support can be �done-in-a-day� projects  so you 
can help out in the community without any long-term 
commitment. These offer a great opportunity to team up with 
your former HP/Agilent colleagues to benefit the less 
fortunate. 
 
Activities 
The monthly activities continue to be enjoyed by those who 
participate. It�s a great way to share in some of your favorite 
activities with former colleagues and friends.  
 
Your board is in the process of considering other activities 
that may be of interest to our membership. One new activ ity, 
a book club, is in the process of being formulated. Please 
contact a board member if you have an idea for a new 
activity.  
 
Trips 
A Sausalito bus trip is being planned for October 2007. A 
number of other interesting Day Trips are being investigated. 
These include Audubon Society, Nummi Plant, Pony Tracks 
Ranch, and Martin Luther King Library. 
 
Extended trips 
Forty-seven people have signed up for the France River 
Cruise scheduled for August this year. 
 
Eighteen people have signed up for the Dubai trip scheduled 
for May of 2008, including members of the YHP Retiree 
Club in Japan. 
 
I encourage all members to take an active part in the many 
activities of the club.  
You can contact me at 408 732 1437 or at 
stan.mccarthy1@comcast.net with any questions and 
ideas that would make the club more meaningful to you. 
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Annual Picnic  -  June 2, 2007 
By Pat Fausett 

 
For the 341 people  who attended the annual HPREC 
Picnic, the day turned out to be just what the doctor 
ordered! The weather was perfect, the food was good, 
the location was terrific, parking was plentiful, and the 
fellowship was the best. The weeks and months of 
planning this event paid off, as many people 
commented that this was the best picnic in years. 
 
Bright and early on the 2nd, your Board of Directors 
and various volunteers, under the leadership of picnic 
Chairman Harold Kaye , assembled at the Hewlett-
Packard Cupertino site to prepare for the day. Tables 
were covered in �HP blue� plastic cloths, coffee wa s 
percolating, some kind soul brought yummy donuts to 
help stave off the tummy growls, and the stage was 
being set. 
 
As soon as  the produce man brought the corn , shucking 
and breaking the ears in half, began getting it ready for 
the boiling cauldrons of water. The produce truck driver 
had gotten �lost�, so the delivery was about one  h our 
late.  

 

 
Gerry and Joni Priestly started the big �Bean Pot�, as 
these beans always seem to be the hit of the picnic. This 
year was no exception! With a closely guarded recipe, 
Gerry stirred the 
bean pot, under the 
watchful eye of 
Caroline Kaye . 
After almost an 
hour, the aroma of 
these beans was 
starting to make a 
lot of the workers 
hungry! 

 
The salad assembly line  (rather reminiscent of HP 
production lines!) deftly combined the lettuces, onions, 
mushrooms, tomatoes, and kidney beans into paper 
bowls.  

(It should be noted that, because of several requests for 
�no onions� in the pre-made salads, next year�s pic nic 
will have a goodly portion of salads made without the 
offending onions.) 
 
Name tags were  beautifully illustrated and graciously 
distributed under the guidance of JoAnn Hill, Evelyn 
Berard, and 
Lynn Cortes. 
They were 
able to use 
�the barn� on 
the HP picnic 
site, thus 
ensuring that 
the wind 
didn�t cause 
any problems. 
Retirees were 
really super 
about 
returning the 
name tags at the end of the day, so that we can use them 
again. (We want to have a �green� picnic and recycl e 
and reuse what we can.) 
 
As the steaks were being cooked by James Taylor, 
Rich Fausett, Al Furtado, Larry Hamilton, ,Joe 
Spinozzi, and Barb Johnson, the food service workers 
were getting the serving tables ready. Carol Arnett, 
Helen Short, Emma Park, Joni Priesley, Pat Fausett, 
Jackie Spinozzi, Glenne Harding, and Dave Weibel 
made up one line that served the hungry guests. Hot 
corn, usually dipped in butter, along with butter dipped 
bread, added to the yummy faire. 

Many helping hands, including Rich Fausett, Ed O�Reilly, 
John Weidert, joined in to get the corn ready for the 
hungry retirees. 

Alice McChesney, Pat Fausett, Emma Park, Pat Capshaw, 
and Jackie Spinozzi made sure we had enough bowls ready 
for the guests to adorn with a choice of salad dressings 
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The afternoon was picture perfect, with everyone 
enjoying the time to renew HP/Agilent relationships and 
to catch up on the greatest and latest news. The beer 
was deliciously cold, the wine appropriately chilled, and 
a tub of ice kept both soft drinks and water at optimum 
drinking pleasure temperature. Unfortunately, the 
cookies disappeared before all could enjoy one or two 
and we are looking at a better distribution scheme for 
next year�s dessert offering. 
 

 
 
We all owe many thanks to the volunteers that made 
this picnic a success. Hopefully we have acknowledged 
many workers in the above photos, but need to mention 
several others: Carol Nakamoto, Gordon Mullin, Jim 
Cole, Fran Low, Phil Smith, Rolfe Johnson, Martha 
Maris, Gary & Eileen Ruppel, Shirley McRae, Tony 
Napolitan Jr., and Florence Purdue, We have left 
Ray Spoelman for the �last� thank you, as he headed 
up the clean-up crew, and we all know what a thankless 
job that can be. If we have missed any volunteer names, 
we apologize in advance. 
 

In order to make YOUR picnic as best as can be, we 
encourage you to send comments and suggestions to 
any Board Member. We have a Picnic Review 
Committee that has already started working on next 
year�s gathering, which may include a rousing 
afternoon of BINGO. Stay tuned in March 2008 
newsletter for the actual date of the 2008 gathering!!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Expert cooks Barbara Johnson and Al Furtado tend the 
steaks 

Picnic Chairman Harold Kaye hard at work 
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San Francisco Stairs Hike 
By Jim & Janet Holl w/photos by Janis Andrews & Barbara 

Beebe 

San Francisco had clear skies and temperatures in the 
upper 70s for the 18 hikers that participated in the May 8 
walk which was co-led by Jim and Janet Holl.  The 
route was gleaned from Adah Bakalinsky’s Stairway 
Walks in San Francisco (6th edition, January 2007). 
  
The walk was located between the Castro district and 
Twin Peaks.  Major stairways used were Corona 
Heights, Vulcan, Saturn, and Pemberton Place.  The best 

views were from Tank Hill, Corona Heights, and 
Pemberton Place stairway.  From Tank Hill, if you have 
clear weather, (which was the case on this great day) one 
can see the Observation Tower at the DeYoung Museum 
in Golden Gate Park and the Marin Headlands beyond. 
  
A brief tour of Randall Museum’s caged animals was 
included.  The museum was formerly a junior high 
school.  It now houses exhibits featuring a �Journe y into 
the Hive� and �Living with our Restless Earth� 

(earthquake focus).  It is operated by the SF Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

 

 
Little Basin to Big Basin Hike 
By Gary Ruppel w/photo by Eileen Ruppel 

 
Our bonus hike for the month of May was organized by 
John and Bobbie Bailey and went from HP�s Little 
Basin Recreation Area to adjacent Big Basin State Park.  
Our route took us from Tanbark Trail (starting behind 
the cook shack) to a number of trails leading to the park 
headquarters with a lunch stop along the way.  The day 
was perfect for spending some time reminiscing about 
past Little Basin picnics, camping, work parties, and 
hiking.  With the impending transfer of the property to 
POST and Sempervirens (recipients unknown to the 
group at the time of the hike), memories were crisp and 
sadness was in vogue. 
 
Thanks John and Bobbie for a memorable hike! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




